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MIRACLEs stILL hAppEn
God provided for SPADE in a miraculous way. Our boiler died in December and SPADE, operating
on limited funds, did not have the funds to replace it. The Board prayed and God answered. God used
the J.M. Oliver Company to donate a new boiler to us with all the parts. Tim McFarland led a team of
men to do the installation January 5th. This team also volunteered their time. Thank you Tim, John
Shaw, Rick Warfield, Howard Johnson, Dan and Dick Erdos for your labor of love in this all day project. Our deepest thanks to the J. M. Oliver Co. for this most generous donation. Enjoy the pictures.
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McFarland Pavilion
“HE who began a good work at SPADE more than 30 years ago is continuing it”.
It was two years this past February 12th that Charlotte McFarland went home to be with the Lord and
she is greatly missed. Soon after Charlotte’s passing, Howard moved to Colorado to be with his daughters and now lives close to many grandchildren. With the loss of Charlotte, Lou Schimpf, Director of
SPADE at that time, proposed the idea that we remodel the little cottage on the property in memory of
Charlotte. This building was not being used and was deteriorating.
The Board of Directors adopted the idea of modifying the cottage into a pavilion structure with picnic
tables under roof and a fire place built at one end. The structure will be named “The McFarland Pavilion” to honor both Howard and Charlotte, the founders of SPADE.

There was a major work day on Nov 10, 2018 to begin the project. This spring we will continue,
with hope that the pavilion will be in full use for the summer. Picnic tables will be purchased. We
hope to have an inscription “Charlotte’s Gathering Place” inside, as she enjoyed interacting with all
of the groups—especially our International Students.

Three New Groups Enjoy the “Inn of Hope” at SPADE
LADIES FIRST TIME RETREAT FROM GERMANTOWN MENNONITE CHURCH, PHILA
(FEBRUARY)
The women of Germantown Mennonite Church did what every group new to the inn does: they
mounted each stairwell—looking into every room with open curiosity and increasing incredulity at
the beautiful accommodations that are the Inn of Hope. On a cold February weekend, they gathered
to reflect together on passages from Mark and Matthew—Jesus’ baptism, Nicodemus’s questions,
and the healing stories. They tucked themselves away in corners of the inn for journaling and conversations. Good smells wafted from the kitchen, the art tables were full of creative hands, and
groups of walkers and hikers braved winter chill to drink in the beauty of open fields and mountain
trails. There was laughter and conversation late into the night, and the common room rang with
song and harmonies.
When a new group comes, it is even more
clear that S.P.A.D.E.’s ministry of offering
a space of fellowship and meditation at an
affordable price is rare, and it is a precious
gift to the body of Christ. “We are so grateful to S.P.A.D.E.,” said Dee Dee Risher,
one of the organizers. “Two years ago, it
became clear that if we couldn’t keep the
price very affordable, we would lose women who wanted to come. The thought of
that was unbearable. S.P.A.D.E. makes it
possible for most of the women in our
church community. It’s one reason that this
weekend, we have almost 30 women, including women from every decade, from
their twenties into their seventies.”

The Bridges Fellowship, Shillington, PA — 30 ladies enjoyed the Inn for the first time. “Our
ladies really loved the Inn, and God moved mightily amongst us. So amazing.”

MISSION GROUP FROM BOONE, NC SPENDS A WEEK AT SPADE —
“Our stay at SPADE International was such a wonderful experience. My name is Dana
Blankley and I led a Spring Break Missions Team from Appalachian State University in Boone,
North Carolina through Mount Vernon Baptist Church in Boone, to work with a North American Mission Board (which is part of the Southern Baptist Convention) church planter and pastor
in Tamaqua, PA. We arrived on a snowy Sunday night. It started snowing on us in VA and followed us on up to PA.
The next day we stayed and worked around SPADE. Some of our group helped Joan make
beds, do laundry, and other various tasks in the house. The other part of our group went outside
and shoveled snow, burned brush piles, and helped work on a building on the grounds. We had
a BLAST! During the week we worked in various places in Tamaqua and in the afternoon we
stayed at the South Ward Playground in Tamaqua to hold a homework help camp. There we had
snacks, Gospel centered crafts, we helped with homework and played with the kids outside. At
the end of the week we helped host a community Bingo in Tamaqua. We were expecting 80-90
people, 110-120 showed up. The best part was we got to do a Gospel presentation to the group!
I am so thankful to have worked with and met such wonderful believers up in PA. It is so amazing that, though we are over 500 miles apart, we are still part of the brotherhood of the believers
and we are all heirs and co-heirs with Christ in the Kingdom of God! I praise God for the wonderful time that we had and I praise Him that we met such loving and gracious people. I pray
God continues to Bless SPADE and all the people who come through her and go out from her!”

Our search continues for new directors at SPADE. Former Directors, Bill and
Joan Rinehart have continued to faithfully serve as Interim Directors.
We all would like to thank you for your prayers and financial support. All donations to
SPADE INTERNATIONAL are tax deductible, as we are a 501(c)3 non-profit ministry.
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